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was sent to therapy to “fix” his effeminacy.
He was endlessly bullied at school, sexually
abused by his stepfather, and criticized at his
church. Porter came of age in a world where
simply being himself was a constant struggle.
Billy Porter’s Unprotected is the life story of
a singular artist and survivor in his own words.
It is the story of a boy whose talent and
courage opened doors for him, but only a
Playground Millbrook Press
crack. It is the story of a teenager discovering
From the incomparable Emmy, Grammy,
himself, learning his voice and his craft amid
and Tony Award winner, a powerful and
revealing autobiography about race, sexuality, deep trauma. And it is the story of a young
man whose unbreakable determination led
art, and healing—now in paperback It’s
him through countless hard times to where he
easy to be yourself when who and what you
are is in vogue. But growing up Black and gay is now; a proud icon who refuses to back
in America has never been easy. Before Billy down or hide. Porter is a multitalented,
multifaceted treasure at the top of his game,
Porter was slaying red carpets and giving an
and Unprotected is a resonant, inspirational
iconic Emmy-winning performance in the
celebrated TV show Pose; before he was the story of trauma and healing, shot through with
his singular voice.
groundbreaking Tony and Grammy
Award–winning star of Broadway’s Kinky Blasphemy Grove/Atlantic, Inc.
How sampling remade hip-hop over forty
Boots; and before he was an acclaimed
years, from pioneering superstar
recording artist, actor, playwright, director,
Grandmaster Flash through crate-digging
and all-around legend, Porter was a young
boy in Pittsburgh who was seen as different, preservationist and innovator Madlib
Sampling—incorporating found sound and
who didn’t fit in. At five years old, Porter
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Cash have been charged with murder
manipulating it into another form
entirely—has done more than any musical after he sang, “I shot a man in Reno
just to watch him die”? Few would
movement in the twentieth century to
maintain a continuum of popular music as a seriously subscribe to this notion of
justice. Yet in 2001, a rapper named
living document and, in the process, has
Mac whose music had gained national
become one of the most successful (and
recognition was convicted of
commercial) strains of postmodern art.
manslaughter after the prosecutor
Bring That Beat Back traces the
quoted liberally from his album Shell
development of this transformative popShocked. Mac was sentenced to thirty
cultural practice from its origins in the
years in prison, where he remains. And
turntable-manning, record-spinning hip-hop his case is just one of many
DJs of 1970s New York through forty years nationwide. Over the last three
of musical innovation and reinvention. Nate decades, as rap became increasingly
Patrin tells the story of how sampling built popular, prosecutors saw an
opportunity: they could present the
hip-hop through the lens of four pivotal
sometimes violent, crime-laden lyrics
artists: Grandmaster Flash as the popular
of amateur rappers as confessions to
face of the music’s DJ-born beginnings;
crimes, threats of violence, evidence of
Prince Paul as an early champion of
gang affiliation, or revelations of
sampling’s potential to elaborate on and
criminal motive—and judges and juries
rewrite music history; Dr. Dre as the
would go along with it. Detectives have
superstar who personified the rise of a
reopened cold cases on account of rap
stylistically distinct regional sound while
lyrics and videos alone, and
blurring the lines between sampling and
prosecutors have secured convictions
composition; and Madlib as the underground by presenting such lyrics and videos of
experimentalist and record-collector
rappers as autobiography. Now, an
antiquarian who constantly broke the rules alarming number of aspiring rappers
of what the mainstream expected from hip- are imprisoned. No other form of
hop. From these four artists’ histories, and creative expression is treated this way
the stories of the people who collaborated, in the courts. Rap on Trial places this
disturbing practice in the context of hip
competed, and evolved with them, Patrin
crafts a deeply informed, eminently readable hop history and exposes what’s at
account of a facet of pop music as complex stake. It’s a gripping, timely
exploration at the crossroads of
as it is commonly underestimated: the
contemporary hip hop and mass
aesthetic and reconstructive power of one of
incarceration.
the most revelatory forms of popular culture Welcome to the Neighborhood Crown
to emerge from postwar twentieth-century A book-length poem navigating belief, black
America. And you can nod your head to it. lives, the tragedies of Trump, and the
Book of Rhymes Picador
A groundbreaking expos about the
alarming use of rap lyrics as criminal
evidence to convict and incarcerate
young men of color Should Johnny

boundaries of being a woman. "When Rap
Spoke Straight to God is utterly transporting.
In language both elevated and slangy, saucy
and tender, Dawson lovingly weaves the
reader around her finger.” —Jennifer Egan
When Rap Spoke Straight to God isn’t sacred
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beyond easy answers. Their
or profane, but a chorus joined in a single
soliloquy, demanding to be heard. There’s Wu- attentions to the theme of
Tang and Mary Magdelene with a foot fetish,
neighborliness as an ongoing
Lil’ Kim and a self-loving Lilith. Slurs, catcalls, evolution offer hope to readers:
verses, erasures—Dawson asks readers, “Just possible pathways for
how far is it to nigger?” Both grounded and
rediscovering community, even
transcendent, the book is reality and possibility.
just by way of a shared wish for
Dawson’s work has always been raw; but,
it. The result is an enormously
When Rap Spoke Straight to God is as blunt as
rich resource for the classroom
the answer to that earlier question: “Here.”
and for anyone interested in
Sometimes abrasive and often abraded,
reflecting on what it means to
Dawson doesn’t flinch. A mix of traditional
be American today, and how place
forms where sonnets mash up with sestinas
morphing to heroic couplets, When Rap Spoke and community play a part.
Straight to God insists that while you may
Contributors include Leila
recognize parts of the poem’s world, you can’t Chatti, Rita Dove, Jonathan
anticipate how it will evolve. With a literal
Escoffery, Rebecca Morgan Frank,
exodus of light in the book’s final moments,
Amina Gautier, Ross Gay, Mark
When Rap Spoke Straight to God is a lament
Halliday, Joy Harjo, Edward
for and a celebration of blackness. It’s never
Hirsch, Marie Howe, Sonya
depression; it’s defiance—a persistent
Larson, Dinty W. Moore, Robert
resistance. In this book, like Wu-Tang says, the
Pinsky, Christine Schutt, and
marginalized “ain’t nothing to f--- with.”
Rapper's Delight Boston :
Atlantic monthly Press
How to live with difference—not
necessarily in peace, but with
resilience, engagement, and a
lack of vitriol—is a defining
worry in America at this
moment. The poets, fiction
writers, and essayists (plus
one graphic novelist) who
contributed to Welcome to the
Neighborhood don’t necessarily
offer roadmaps to harmonious
neighboring. Some of their
narrators don’t even want to be
neighbors. Maybe they grieve,
or rage. Maybe they briefly
find resolution or community.
But they do approach the
question of what it means to be
neighbors, and how we should do
it, with open minds and nuance.
The many diverse contributors
give this collection a depth

many more.
There Are More Beautiful Things
Than Beyonce Milkweed Editions
Thirteen-year-old Butterball
doesn't have much going for him.
He's teased mercilessly about his
weight. He hates the Long Island
suburb his mom moved them to and
wishes he still lived with his dad
in the city. And now he's stuck
talking to a totally out-of-touch
therapist named Liz. Liz tries to
uncover what happened that day on
the playground - a day that landed
one kid in the hospital and
Butterball in detention.
Butterball refuses to let her in
on the truth, and while he evades
her questions, he takes readers on
a journey through the moments that
made him into the playground bully
he is today. This devastating yet
ultimately redemptive story is
told in voice-driven prose and
accented with drawings and
photographs, making it a natural
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successor to The Absolutely True
they rose to become multiplatinum
Diary of a Part-Time Indian.
artists. Kennedy leaves nothing off
Loosely inspired by 50 Cent's own the table in his pursuit of the
adolescence, and written with his full story behind the group’s most
fourteen-year-old son in mind,
pivotal moments, such as Ice Cube’s
Playground is sure to captivate
decision to go solo after their
wide attention - and spark intense debut studio album became a smash
discussion.
hit; their battle with the FBI over
Tears of a Tiger Villard
inflammatory lyrics; incidents of
Experience the stunning rise,
physical assault; Dr. Dre’s
fall, and legacy of N.W.A. and how departure from the group to form
they put their stamp on pop
Death Row Records with Suge Knight;
culture, black culture, and hiptheir impact on the 1992 L.A.
hop music forever in this
riots; Eazy-E’s battle with AIDS;
“incredibly vivid look at one of
and much more. A bold, riveting,
music’s most iconic groups”
“non-stop, can’t-put-it-down ride”
(Associated Press). In 1986, a
(Library Journal), Parental
group was formed that would
Discretion Is Advised unveils the
establish the foundation of
true and astonishing history of one
gangsta rap and push the genre
of the most transcendent and
forward, electrifying fans with
controversial musical groups of the
their visceral and profane lyrics 1980s and 1990s.
that glorified the dark ways of
Summer of the Cicadas McCormack
street life and brazenly
Communications
challenged the police system. Eazy- "hell of birds is ferocious in its
E, Dr. Dre, Ice Cube, MC Ren, and energy and acrobatics. With
DJ Yella caused a seismic shift in arresting images and unexpected
hip-hop when they decided to form enjambment, the poems twist and
N.W.A in 1986. With their hardturn, often coming to a halt so
core image, bombastic sound, and
surprising, you're left reeling in
lyrics that were equal parts
the white space, out of breath.
poetic, lascivious, conscious, and Kimberly writes, "One day the
downright in-your-face, N.W.A
world will sing through your
spoke the truth about life on the blood." After reading this
streets of Compton,
collection, you'll feel the earth
California—then a hotbed of
in your bones." -Erica Dawson,
poverty, drugs, gangs, and
author of When Rap Spoke Straight
unemployment. Going beyond the
to God "You've not read a
story portrayed in the 2015
collection like hell of birds
blockbuster movie Straight Outta
before. This is wild new work by a
Compton, through firsthand
poet with a vision and a voice-and
interviews, extensive research,
with wings. The rapture is
and top-notch storytelling, Los
contagious: it's our lives. These
Angeles Times music reporter
poems net all of it-the heaven and
Gerrick Kennedy transports you
the hell of it in these fearless
back in time and offers a frontand music-filled poems." -Laura
row seat to N.W.A’s early days and Kasischke, National Book Critics
the drama and controversy that
Circle Award Winner
followed the incendiary group as
Rap on Trial Penguin
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A love letter to the verbal
benefit from the wealth of
artistry of hip-hop, What's
rapping lore and insight in
Good is a work of passionate this remarkable collection."-Negotiations One World
lyrical analysis.
The instant #1 New York Times
Curb One World
"A complete guide to the art bestseller and #1 USA Today
bestseller Amanda Gorman’s
and craft of the MC, anyone
who's serious about becoming electrifying and historic poem
“The Hill We Climb,” read at
a rapper should read this
President Joe Biden’s
first." -Hip Hop Connection
inauguration, is now available
magazine "A clever breakdown as a collectible gift edition.
of the art form of hip-hop
“Stunning.” —CNN “Dynamic.”
rhymes... It's about time
—NPR “Deeply rousing and
someone actually recognized
uplifting.” —Vogue On January
this powerful music for its
20, 2021, Amanda Gorman became
artistic integrity." -Speech, the sixth and youngest poet to
deliver a poetry reading at a
Arrested Development
Examining the dynamics of hip- presidential inauguration.
hop from every region and in Taking the stage after the 46th
president of the United States,
every form-mainstream and
Joe Biden, Gorman captivated
underground, current and
the nation and brought hope to
classic-this compelling howviewers around the globe with
to discusses everything from
her call for unity and healing.
content and flow to rhythm
Her poem “The Hill We Climb: An
and delivery. Compiled from
Inaugural Poem for the Country”
the most extensive research
can now be cherished in this
on rapping to date, this
special gift edition, perfect
first-of-its-kind guide
for any reader looking for some
delivers countless candid and inspiration. Including an
exclusive insights from more enduring foreword by Oprah
Winfrey, this remarkable
than 100 of the most
critically acclaimed artists keepsake celebrates the promise
in hip-hop-including Clipse, of America and affirms the
power of poetry.
Cypress Hill, Nelly, Public
Enemy, Remy Ma, Schoolly D, A How to Rap Chicago Review
Press
Tribe Called Quest, and
If asked to list the greatest
will.i.am-revealing the
stories behind their art and innovators of modern American
poetry, few of us would think
preserving the genre's
history through the words of to include Jay-Z or Eminem in
their number. And yet hip hop
the legends themselves.
Beginners and pros alike will is the source of some of the
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most exciting developments in childhood spent undocumented,
verse today. The media uproar one speaker recalls nights when
“because we cannot sleep / we
in response to its
controversial lyrical content dream with open eyes.” Garcia
delves with both English and
has obscured hip hop's
Spanish into how one survives a
revolution of poetic craft and
country’s long love affair with
experience: Only in rap music
anti-immigrant cruelty.
can the beat of a song render Rendering a family working to
poetic meter audible, allowing the very end to hold each other,
an MC's wordplay to move a
he writes the kind of family you
club-full of eager
both survive and survive with.
listeners.Examining rap
With language that arrives equal
history's most memorable
parts regal and raucous, Thrown
lyricists and their inimitable in the Throat shines brilliant
techniques, literary scholar with sweat and an iridescent
voice. “Sometimes even a diamond
Adam Bradley argues that we
must understand rap as poetry was once alive” writes Garcia in
or miss the vanguard of poetry a collection that National
Poetry Series judge Kazim Ali
today. Book of Rhymes explores
says “has deadly superpowers.”
America's least understood
And indeed these poems arrive to
poets, unpacking their
our hands through touch-me-nots
surprisingly complex craft,
and the slight cruelty of
and according rap poetry the mothers, through closets both
respect it deserves.
real and metaphorical. These are
Big-eyed Afraid U of Minnesota
Press
“An unabashed celebration of
complexity in queerness and
gender, an arresting snapshot
of survival and a triumphant
reclamation of language.”
—Shelf Awareness (starred
review) “Tongues make mistakes
/ and mistakes / make
languages.” And Benjamin Garcia
makes a stunning debut with
Thrown in the Throat. In a sexpositive incantation that
retextures what it is to write
a queer life amidst troubled
times, Garcia writes boldly of
citizenship, family, and Adam
Rippon’s butt. Detailing a

poems complex, unabashed, and
needed as survival. Garcia’s
debut is nothing less than
exactly the ode our history and
present and our future call for:
brash and unmistakably alive.
“Angry, tender, and resounding
with the speech of flowers,
birds, and diamonds, every
syllable carries a glorious
charge.” —The Boston Globe,
“Best Books of 2020”
“Electrifying . . . explores
unrepentant sexual desire,
interrogates fraught familial
relationships, and examines our
troubled cultural moment.”
—Lambda Literary
Shrapnel Maps Penguin
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The History of Gangster Rap is a
Book Review • O: The Oprah Magazine
deep dive into one of the most
• The Washington Post • People •
fascinating subgenres of any music Entertainment Weekly • Vogue • Los
category to date. Sixteen detailed Angeles Times • San Francisco
chapters, organized
Chronicle • Chicago Tribune • New
chronologically, examine the
York • Newsday • Library Journal •
evolution of gangster rap, its main Publishers Weekly In a profound
players, and the culture that
work that pivots from the biggest
created this revolutionary music. questions about American history
From still-swirling conspiracy
and ideals to the most intimate
theories about the murders of
concerns of a father for his son,
Biggie and Tupac to the release of Ta-Nehisi Coates offers a powerful
the 2015 film Straight Outta
new framework for understanding our
Compton, the era of gangster rap is nation’s history and current
one that fascinates music junkies crisis. Americans have built an
and remains at the forefront of pop empire on the idea of “race,” a
culture. Filled with interviews
falsehood that damages us all but
with key players such as Snoop
falls most heavily on the bodies of
Dogg, Ice-T, and dozens more, as
black women and men—bodies
well as sidebars, breakout bios of exploited through slavery and
notorious characters, lists,
segregation, and, today,
charts, and more, The History of
threatened, locked up, and murdered
Gangster Rap is the be-all-end-all out of all proportion. What is it
book that contextualizes the
like to inhabit a black body and
importance of gangster rap as a
find a way to live within it? And
cultural phenomenon.
how can we all honestly reckon with
Raw Tin House Books
this fraught history and free
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER •
ourselves from its burden? Between
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD WINNER • NAMED the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi
ONE OF TIME’S TEN BEST NONFICTION Coates’s attempt to answer these
BOOKS OF THE DECADE • PULITZER
questions in a letter to his
PRIZE FINALIST • NATIONAL BOOK
adolescent son. Coates shares with
CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD FINALIST •
his son—and readers—the story of
ONE OF OPRAH’S “BOOKS THAT HELP ME his awakening to the truth about
THROUGH” • NOW AN HBO ORIGINAL
his place in the world through a
SPECIAL EVENT Hailed by Toni
series of revelatory experiences,
Morrison as “required reading,” a from Howard University to Civil War
bold and personal literary
battlefields, from the South Side
exploration of America’s racial
of Chicago to Paris, from his
history by “the most important
childhood home to the living rooms
essayist in a generation and a
of mothers whose children’s lives
writer who changed the national
were taken as American plunder.
political conversation about race” Beautifully woven from personal
(Rolling Stone) NAMED ONE OF THE
narrative, reimagined history, and
MOST INFLUENTIAL BOOKS OF THE
fresh, emotionally charged
DECADE BY CNN • NAMED ONE OF
reportage, Between the World and Me
PASTE’S BEST MEMOIRS OF THE DECADE clearly illuminates the past,
• NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS bracingly confronts our present,
OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times and offers a transcendent vision
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for a way forward.

The Raven Tin House Books
In this “triumphantly funny”
(AV Club) memoir, comedian
Jensen Karp tells the story of
how, as a Jewish kid from the
L.A. suburbs, he became a rap
battle legend—and then almost
became a star. “The funniest
person I follow on Twitter
finally got smart and wrote
about his unlikely—and
hilarious—odyssey as teenage
rapper Hot Karl.”—Kevin Smith,
New York Times bestselling
author of Tough Sh*t When
twelve-year old Jensen Karp got
his first taste of rapping for
crowds at his friend’s bar
mitzvah in 1991, little did he
know that he was taking his
first step on a journey that
would end with a failed milliondollar recording and publishing
deal with Interscope Records
when he was only nineteen. Now,
in Kanye West Owes Me $300,
Karp finally tells the true
story of his wild ride as “Hot
Karl,” the most famous white
rapper you’ve never heard of.
On his way to (almost)
celebrity, Jensen shares his
childhood run-ins with rocklistening, Southern California
classmates, who tell him that
“rap is for black people,” and
then recounts his recordbreaking rap battling streak on
popular radio contest “The Roll
Call”—a run that caught the eye
of a music industry hungry for
new rap voices in the early
’00s. He also introduces his
rap partner, Rickye, who

constitutes the second half of
their group XTra Large; his
supportive mom, who performs
with him onstage; and the soonto-be-household-name artists he
records with, including Kanye
West, Redman, Fabolous, Mya, and
will.i.am. Finally, he reveals
why his album never saw the
light of day (two words: Slim
Shady), the downward spiral he
suffered after, and what he
found instead of rap glory. Full
of rollicking stories from his
close brush with fame, Karp’s
hilarious memoir is the ultimate
fish-out-of-water story about a
guy who follows an unlikely
passion—trying to crack the rap
game—despite what everyone else
says. It’s 30 Rock for the rap
set; 8 Mile for the suburbs; and
quite the journey for a white
kid from the valley.
Between the World and Me Simon
and Schuster
The first in-depth biography of
Nipsey Hussle, the hip hop
mogul, artist, and activist
whose transformative legacy
inspired a generation--before
he was tragically shot down in
the very neighbourhood he was
dedicated to building up.
The Hill We Climb HarperCollins
A poem about the visit that
Santa Claus pays to the
children of the world during
the night before every
Christmas.
Soweto, Under the Apricot Tree
Red Hen Press
"In The Small Blades Hurt,
Erica Dawson picks up where her
debut collection, Big-Eyed
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Afraid, leaves off: 'The world's poems entrenched in urban
outside. I'm in.' She moves from landscapes crack open
her border state Maryland to the dialogues of racism and
true South, the Midwest, and
homophobia rampant in our
back, delivering poems where a
culture. Multitudinous voices
single memory can tangle with
explore one's ability to harm
America's collective past.
and be harmed, which uniquely
Dawson finds a home in the
juxtaposes the capacity to
tradition of formal poetry,
revel in both experiences.
carving a place all her own,
whether manic and cozy in a poem From "Agenda": I. While two
with only one rhyme, or calm in women kissed in their house I
watched a jury hide bullets in
a crown of sonnets'
a Black boy's body, all rigor
claustrophobia. No matter the
form, Dawson explores lust and
mortis and bass line. I landed
love, past and present,
in Chicago, a lead box. The
accidents and the ache of plans airport showed CNN and a Black
gone wrong. Everything from Al
mother could not be heard over
Green to Abraham Lincoln is fair gate changes, bistro jazz.
game. Dawson writes, 'In Tampa,
Subtitles gathered and faded
I am out for blood.' And even
like gossip while I made my
when the world seems to have
mouth vacant in my hometown. I
steadied itself, The Small
carried a fever of
Blades Hurt reminds us that we
insufferable noise that skin,
may have the tendency to lead,
but 'someone must slip and feel illuminated by a hoodie, held
close, a forced kin. Phillip
it'"--

Parental Discretion Is
Advised Abrams
"This gorgeous debut is a
'debut' in chronology only. .
. . Need is everywhere—in the
unforgiving images, in lines
so delicate they seem to
break apart in the hands, and
in the reader who will enter
these poems and never want to
leave."—Adrian Matejka
Phillip B. Williams
investigates the dangers of
desire, balancing narratives
of addiction, murders, and
hate crimes with passionate,
uncompromising depth. Formal

B. Williams has authored two
chapbooks: Bruised Gospels
(Arts in Bloom Inc.) and Burn
(YesYes Books). A Cave Canem
graduate, he received
scholarships from Bread Loaf
Writers Conference and a Ruth
Lilly Fellowship. His work
appeared or is forthcoming in
Callaloo, Poetry, the Southern
Review, West Branch , and
others. Phillip received his
MFA in Writing as a
Chancellor's Graduate Fellow
at the Washington University
in St. Louis. He is the poetry
editor of Vinyl Poetry.
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