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unforeseeable. Beginning by examining President Xi Jinping's call in 2013
to "tell the good China story," Wang illuminates how contemporary Chinese
cultural politics have taken a "fictional turn," which can trace its
genealogy to early modern times. He does so by addressing a series of
discourses by critics within China, including Liang Qichao, Lu Xun, and
Shen Congwen, as well as critics from the West such as Arendt, Benjamin,
and Deleuze. Wang highlights the variety and vitality of fictional works
from China as well as the larger Sinophone world, ranging from science
fiction to political allegory, erotic escapade to utopia and dystopia.
The result is an insightful account of contemporary China, one that
When You Are Engulfed in Flames University of Chicago Press
affords countless new insights and avenues for understanding.
In paperback at last: Rivka Galchen’s beloved baby bible—slyly hilarious, surprising, and absolutely essential
The spirits’ book New York Review of Books
reading for anyone who has ever had, held, or been a baby In this enchanting miscellany, Galchen notes that
Adam Gordon is a brilliant, if highly unreliable, young American poet on
literature has more dogs than babies (and also more abortions), that the tally of children for many great
a prestigious fellowship in Madrid, struggling to establish his sense of
women writers—Jane Bowles, Elizabeth Bishop, Virginia Woolf, Janet Frame, Willa Cather, Patricia
self and his relationship to art. What is actual when our experiences are
Highsmith, Iris Murdoch, Djuna Barnes, Mavis Gallant—is zero, that orange is the new baby pink, that The
mediated by language, technology, medication, and the arts? Is poetry an
Tale of Genji has no plot but plenty of drama about paternity, that babies exude an intoxicating black magic,
essential art form, or merely a screen for the reader's projections?
and that a baby is a goldmine.
Instead of following the dictates of his fellowship, Adam's "research"
The Left Hand of Darkness MIT Press
becomes a meditation on the possibility of the genuine in the arts and
It is estimated that only a small fraction, less than 1 per cent, of ancient
beyond: are his relationships with the people he meets in Spain as
literature has survived to the present day. The role of Christian authorities fraudulent as he fears his poems are? A witness to the 2004 Madrid train
bombings and their aftermath, does he participate in historic events or
in the active suppression and destruction of books in Late Antiquity has
merely watch them pass him by? In prose that veers between the comic and
received surprisingly little sustained consideration by academics. In an
tragic, the self-contemptuous and the inspired, Leaving the Atocha
approach that presents evidence for the role played by Christian institutions,
Station is a portrait of the artist as a young man in an age of Google
writers and saints, this book analyses a broad range of literary and legal
searches, pharmaceuticals, and spectacle. Born in Topeka, Kansas, in
sources, some of which have hitherto been little studied. Paying special
1979, Ben Lerner is the author of three books of poetry The Lichtenberg
Figures, Angle of Yaw, and Mean Free Path. He has been a finalist for the
attention to the problem of which genres and book types were likely to be
targeted, the author argues that in addition to heretical, magical, astrological National Book Award and the Northern California Book Award, a Fulbright
Scholar in Spain, and the recipient of a 2010-2011 Howard Foundation
and anti-Christian books, other less obviously subversive categories of
Fellowship. In 2011 he became the first American to win the Preis der
literature were also vulnerable to destruction, censorship or suppression
Stadt Münster für Internationale Poesie. Leaving the Atocha Station is
through prohibition of the copying of manuscripts. These include texts from his first novel.

complete with a mysterious love interest . . . Best of all, however,
is the evocation of mid-21st century New York as a melancholy,
dilapidated place high in entropy, cluttered with ruined buildings,
and weirdly infested with parrots.” —Toronto Star
Superfluous Things Soho Press
The incomparable Borges delivered these seven lectures in Buenos
Aires in 1977; attendees were treated to Borges' erudition on the
following topics: Dante's The Divine Comedy, Nightmares, Thousand
and One Dreams, Buddhism, Poetry, The Kabbalah, and Blindness.
Uselessness W. W. Norton & Company
Jean-Paul Sartre was a man of staggering gifts, whose
accomplishments as philosopher, novelist, playwright, biographer,
and activist still command attention and inspire debate. Sartre’s
restless intelligence may have found its most characteristic outlet
in the open-ended form of the essay. For Sartre the essay was an
essentially dramatic form, the record of an encounter, the framing
of a choice. Whether writing about literature, art, politics, or
his own life, he seizes our attention and drives us to grapple with
the living issues that are at stake. We Have Only This Life to Live
is the first gathering of Sartre’s essays in English to draw on all
ten volumes of Situations, the title under which Sartre collected
his essays during his life, while also featuring previously
uncollected work, including the reports Sartre filed during his
1945 trip to America. Here Sartre writes about Faulkner, Bataille,
Giacometti, Fanon, the liberation of France, torture in Algeria,
existentialism and Marxism, friends lost and found, and much else.
We Have Only This Life to Live provides an indispensable, panoramic
view of the world of Jean-Paul Sartre.
The Way We Live Now Wordsworth Editions
AN NYRB CLASSICS ORIGINAL Virginia Woolf called Max Beerbohm “the
prince” of essayists, F. W. Dupee praised his “whim of iron” and
materialistic philosophical traditions, texts which were to become the basis The Death of Napoleon University of Hawaii Press
“cleverness amounting to genius,” while Beerbohm himself noted that
for modern philosophy and science. This book examines how Christian
“Part murder mystery and part mind-bending time-travel story. . . .
“only the insane take themselves quite seriously.” From his
authorities, theologians and ideologues suppressed ancient texts and
Full of imagination” (Booklist). Say you’re a time traveler and
precocious debut as a dandy in 1890s Oxford until he put his pen
associated ideas at a time of fundamental transformation in the late classical you’ve already toured the entirety of human history. After a while,
aside in the aftermath of World War II, Beerbohm was recognized as
the world might lose a little of its luster. That’s why this time
world.
an incomparable observer of modern life and an essayist whose voice
traveler celebrates his birthday partying with himself. Every year,
You Only Get Letters from Jail New York Review of Books
was always and only his own. Here Phillip Lopate, one of the finest
Now in paperback This outstanding and original book, presented here with a new preface, examines the he travels to an abandoned hotel in New York City in 2071, the
essayists of our day, has selected the finest of Beerbohm’s essays.
hundredth anniversary of his birth, and drinks twelve-year-old
history of material culture in early modern China. Craig Clunas analyzes “superfluous things”—the
Whether writing about the vogue for Russian writers, laughter and
Scotch (lots of it) with all the other versions of who he has been
paintings, calligraphy, bronzes, ceramics, carved jade, and other objects owned by the elites of Ming
philosophy, dandies, or George Bernard Shaw, Beerbohm is as
China—and describes contemporary attitudes to them. He informs his discussions with reference to both and who he will be. Sure, the party is the same year after year,
unpredictable as he is unfailingly witty and wise. As Lopate
but at least it’s one party where he can really, well, be himself.
socio-cultural theory and current debates on eighteenth-century England concerning luxury,
writes, “Today . . . it becomes all the more necessary to ponder
The year he turns thirty-nine, though, the party takes a stressful
conspicuous consumption, and the growth of the consumer society.
how Beerbohm performed the delicate operation of displaying so much
turn. Before he even makes it into the grand ballroom for a drink
Blueberries epubli
personality without lapsing into sticky confession.”
Founded by Bodhidharma centuries ago in China, Zen and its teachings have since spread widely, exerting a he encounters the body of his forty-year-old self, dead of a
On the Abolition of All Political Parties Penguin
tremendous cultural influence not only across Asia, but also the modern West. To this day, Zen inspires
gunshot wound to the head. As the older versions of himself at the
"David Sedaris's ability to transform the mortification of everyday life
young and old, from all walks of life, to see the world with fresh eyes—beyond our usual assumptions and
party point out, the onus is on him to figure out what went
into wildly entertaining art," (The Christian Science Monitor) is
prejudices. This compendium of a thousand years of Zen teaching presents the essence of the tradition
wrong—he has one year to stop himself from being murdered, or
elevated to wilder and more entertaining heights than ever in this
through stories, sayings, talks, and records of heart-to-heart encounters with Zen masters. The great
they’re all goners. As he follows clues that he may or may not have remarkable new book. Trying to make coffee when the water is shut off,
expositors of the tradition, whose voices are recounted here, encourage us to let go of our clinging and
willingly left for himself, he discovers rampant paranoia and
David considers using the water in a vase of flowers and his chain of
intellectual grasping, and to open ourselves to embrace reality exactly as it is.
suspicion
among
his
younger
selves,
and
a
frightening
conspiracy
associations takes him from the French countryside to a hilariously
Man in the Empty Suit Alfred a Knopf Incorporated
uncomfortable memory of buying drugs in a mobile home in rural North
among the Elders. Most complicated of all is a haunting woman,
Contemporary discussions of China tend to focus on politics and
possibly named Lily, who turns up at the party this year—the first Carolina. In essay after essay, Sedaris proceeds from bizarre conundrums
economics, giving Chinese culture little if any attention. Why Fiction
Matters in Contemporary China offers a corrective, revealing the crucial person he’s ever seen there besides himself. For the first time, he of daily life-having a lozenge fall from your mouth into the lap of a
fellow passenger on a plane or armoring the windows with LP covers to
has something to lose. Here’s hoping he can save some version of
role that fiction plays in helping contemporary Chinese citizens
protect the house from neurotic songbirds-to the most deeply resonant
understand themselves and their nation. Where history fails to address
his own life. “A clever enough premise that it could be straight
human truths. Culminating in a brilliant account of his venture to Tokyo
the consequences of man-made and natural atrocities, David Der-Wei Wang
out of a Philip K. Dick or Kurt Vonnegut novel.” —Pittsburgh Postin order to quit smoking, David Sedaris's sixth essay collection is a new
argues, fiction arises to bear witness to the immemorial and
Gazette “A dark hybrid of Paul Auster and the film Memento,
masterpiece of comic writing from "a writer worth treasuring" (Seattle
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Times). Praise for When You Are Engulfed in Flames: "Older, wiser, smarterdistant realms, and will continue for generations to chart the A Choice of Days Shambhala Publications
and meaner, Sedaris...defies the odds once again by delivering an
frontiers of the imagination. The Once and Future King by T. H. An award-winning biography of one of the greats. Simon Leys is
intelligent take on the banalities of an absurd life." --Kirkus Reviews
White Stranger in a Strange Land by Robert A. Heinlein Dune by the pen-name of Pierre Ryckmans, who was born in Belgium and
This latest collection proves that not only does Sedaris still have it,
Frank Herbert 2001: A Space Odyssey by Arthur C. Clarke The
settled in Australia in 1970. He taught Chinese literature at
but he's also getting better....Sedaris's best stuff will still--after
Left Hand of Darkness by Ursula K. Le Guin Neuromancer by
the Australian National University and was Professor of
all this time--move, surprise, and entertain." --Booklist Table of
William Gibson For more than seventy years, Penguin has been
Chinese Studies at the University of Sydney from 1987 to 1993.
Contents: It's Catching Keeping Up The Understudy This Old House Buddy,
Can You Spare a Tie? Road Trips What I Learned That's Amore The Monster
the leading publisher of classic literature in the EnglishHe died in 2014. Writing in three languages – French, Chinese
Mash In the Waiting Room Solutions to Saturday's Puzzle Adult Figures
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics and English – he played an important political role in
Charging Toward a Concrete Toadstool Memento Mori All the Beauty You Will
represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout
revealing the true nature of the Cultural Revolution. His
Ever Need Town and Country Aerial The Man in the Hut Of Mice and Men
history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the
writing on China and on varied literary and cultural topics
April in Paris Crybaby Old Faithful The Smoking Section

series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions appeared regularly in the New York Review of Books, Le Monde,
The Long Revolution New York Review of Books
"Nineteen Eighty-Four: A Novel", often published as "1984", is and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, Le Figaro Littéraire, Quadrant and the Monthly, and his books
as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
include The Hall of Uselessness, The Death of Napoleon, Other
a dystopian social science fiction novel by English novelist
translators.
People’s Thoughts and The Wreck of the Batavia & Prosper. In
George Orwell. It was published on 8 June 1949 by Secker &
Other People's Thoughts New York Review of Books
1996 he delivered the ABC’s Boyer Lectures. His many awards
Warburg as Orwell's ninth and final book completed in his
A Schoolboy’s Diary brings together more than seventy of Robert Walser’s include the Prix Renaudot, the Prix Mondial Cino Del Duca, the
lifetime. Thematically, "Nineteen Eighty-Four" centres on the strange and wonderful stories, most never before available in English.
Prix Guizot and the Christina Stead Prize for fiction. This
consequences of totalitarianism, mass surveillance, and
Opening with a sequence from Walser’s first book, “Fritz Kocher’s
substantial biography – recently published by Gallimard in
repressive regimentation of persons and behaviours within
Essays,” the complete classroom assignments of a fictional boy who has
France to wide acclaim and winning an award from the Académie
society. Orwell, himself a democratic socialist, modelled the met a tragically early death, this selection ranges from sketches of
authoritarian government in the novel after Stalinist Russia. uncomprehending editors, overly passionate readers, and dreamy artists to Francaise – draws on extensive correspondence with Ryckmans,
tales of devilish adultery, sexual encounters on a train, and Walser’s
as well as his unpublished writings. It has been translated by
More broadly, the novel examines the role of truth and facts
service in World War I. Throughout, Walser’s careening, confounding,
an internationally renowned French translator Julie Rose
within politics and the ways in which they are manipulated.
delicious voice holds the reader transfixed.
(based in Sydney).
The story takes place in an imagined future, the year 1984,
Steps to an Ecology of Mind John Wiley & Sons
when much of the world has fallen victim to perpetual war,
A riveting narrative history of food as seen through 100 recipes,
omnipresent government surveillance, historical negationism,
from ancient Egyptian bread to modernist cuisine. We all love to
and propaganda. Great Britain, known as Airstrip One, has
eat, and most people have a favorite ingredient or dish. But how
many of us know where our much-loved recipes come from, who
become a province of a totalitarian superstate named Oceania
invented them, and how they were originally cooked? In A HISTORY OF
that is ruled by the Party who employ the Thought Police to
persecute individuality and independent thinking. Big Brother, FOOD IN 100 RECIPES, culinary expert and BBC television personality
the leader of the Party, enjoys an intense cult of personality William Sitwell explores the fascinating history of cuisine from
despite the fact that he may not even exist. The protagonist, the first cookbook to the first cupcake, from the invention of the
sandwich to the rise of food television. A book you can read
Winston Smith, is a diligent and skillful rank-and-file worker
straight through and also use in the kitchen, A HISTORY OF FOOD IN
and Outer Party member who secretly hates the Party and dreams
100 RECIPES is a perfect gift for any food lover who has ever
of rebellion. He enters into a forbidden relationship with a
wondered about the origins of the methods and recipes we now take
colleague, Julia, and starts to remember what life was like
for granted.
before the Party came to power.
The Search for Modern China Little, Brown
The Prince of Minor Writers New Directions Publishing
This volume contains all of Owen's best known work, only four
A deluxe hardcover edition of the queen of science fiction’s
of which were published in his lifetime. His war poems were
trailblazing novel about a planet full of genderless
based on his acute observations of the soldiers with whom he
beings—part of Penguin Galaxy, a collectible series of six sci- served on the Western front, and reflect the horror and waste
fi/fantasy classics, featuring a series introduction by Neil
of World War One.
Gaiman Winner of the AIGA + Design Observer 50 Books | 50
A Schoolboy's Diary and Other Stories FEB Editora/CEI
Covers competition A groundbreaking work of science fiction,
A stimulating combination of memoir, essay, poetry, confession and
critique, Blueberries is a powerful and revealing collection from a
The Left Hand of Darkness tells the story of a lone human
rising star in Australian creative non-fiction.
emissary’s mission to Winter, an unknown alien world whose
inhabitants can choose—and change—their gender. His goal is to The Zen Reader New York Review of Books
Lucid, entertaining and full of insight, How To Read A Poemis
facilitate Winter’s inclusion in a growing intergalactic
civilization. But to do so he must bridge the gulf between his designed to banish the intimidation that too often attends
own views and those of the completely dissimilar culture that thesubject of poetry, and in doing so to bring it into the
he encounters. Exploring questions of psychology, society, and personalpossession of the students and the general reader.
Offers a detailed examination of poetic form and its
human emotion in an alien world, The Left Hand of Darkness
relationto content. Takes a wide range of poems from the
stands as a landmark achievement in the annals of science
Renaissance to the presentday and submits them to brilliantly
fiction. Penguin Galaxy Six of our greatest masterworks of
illuminating closesanalysis. Discusses the work of major
science fiction and fantasy, in dazzling collector-worthy
hardcover editions, and featuring a series introduction by #1 poets, including John Milton,Alexander Pope, John Keats,
New York Times bestselling author Neil Gaiman, Penguin Galaxy Christina Rossetti, Emily Dickinson,W.B. Yeats, Robert Frost,
W.H.Auden, Seamus Heaney, Derek Mahon,and many more. Includes
represents a constellation of achievement in visionary
a helpful glossary of poetic terms.
fiction, lighting the way toward our knowledge of the
universe, and of ourselves. From historical legends to mythic Nurturing Dreams La Trobe University Press
The brilliantly irreverent newspaperman and dedicated debunker
futures, monuments of world-building to mind-bending
sketches his own life in a work drawn from three previously
dystopias, these touchstones of human invention and
released autobiographical tomes
storytelling ingenuity have transported millions of readers to
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